p65 and c-erbB2 genes expression in breast tumors: comparison with some histological typing, grading and clinical staging.
Using PCR technique we have analyzed p65 and c-erbB2 genes expression in 47 frozen tissue slides taken from patients diagnosed as ductal and lobular breast cancer, classified as G3, and in a limited panel of proliferative breast disease cases. Expression of p65 was generally connected with small tumor size and with absence of metastases in regional lymph nodes. We have found interdependence between p65 gene expression and negative states of lymph nodes. On the contrary, c-erbB2 expression was observed in patients with large tumors and with metastases to the regional lymph nodes. Between both genes (p65 and c-erbB2) opposite interdependence was found. No statistical dependence between estrogen/progesterone receptor levels and p65 or c-erbB2 expression were noticed. The presence of p65 expression appeared in the group of proliferating breast disease cases which were connected with higher risk of breast cancer. Lack of p65 expression accompanied cases which were classified as fibroadenoma.